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In light of the importance of this appeal and the expedited nature of the un-

derlying motion, Plaintiffs-Appellees (the “Players”) respectfully request leave to 

file a 30-page brief in opposition to the motion by Defendants-Appellants (the 

“NFL Defendants”) for a stay pending appeal. 

On April 25, 2011, the district court granted the Players’ motion for a pre-

liminary injunction and enjoined the NFL Defendants from continuing their anti-

competitive “lockout.”  The NFL Defendants filed a notice of appeal and also 

moved the district court for a stay pending review by this Court.  Two days later, 

the district court denied the NFL Defendants’ motion.  The NFL Defendants then 

filed their motion for a stay from this Court. 

The district court granted the preliminary injunction in a thorough, 89-page 

order, and it issued a separate, 20-page order explaining its denial of the NFL De-

fendants’ motion for a stay.  The NFL Defendants’ now-pending motion requires 

this Court to examine those opinions and the underlying issues on a significantly 

expedited basis.  The Players seek this Court’s permission to file a 30-page opposi-

tion brief in order to provide this Court the benefit of thorough briefing and aid the 

Court in its analysis of the issues.   
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The Players respectfully request leave to submit a 30-page opposition brief 

in response to the NFL Defendants’ motion for a stay pending appeal. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

April 29, 2011 /s/ Theodore B. Olson   
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on April 29, 2011, I electronically filed the foregoing 

with the Clerk of the Court for the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth 

Circuit using the CM/ECF system and served a copy by U.S. Mail on those partici-

pants in the case who are not registered CM/ECF users. 

 

/s/ Theodore B. Olson    
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